OCTOBER, 1878. 


THE MONTH. | | 
Treaty of Berlin. Many of ite most important provisions, as yet, 


~ Bosnia embodies iteelf in the form of substantial.sid to the insurgents. Austria 
clearly committed to « long and arduous struggle, which, had it been foreseen 
Count Andrassy would probably have modified. his views of the desirableness of 
that ooonpation for which he contended at Berlin, and which was so fully advo- 
cated by the Plenipotentiaries of Great Britain. It ia, however, satisfactory to note 


Greece of any of the Powers, In regions still further to the East fresh complications 
» bave already arisen. The gradual end acknowledged advance of Russia towards 
Indian frontier having revived, in the direption of Afghanistan, our natarsl 


Evrore seems, 

pated from the 

are unfulfilled, whilst of some there appears but little p Of 

Moharnmedans of Bosnia still continue their desperate resistance to the Austrian 

oceupation of their soil; whilst, at the same time, the progress of thet occupation, 

and the evident determination of Austria, at whatever cost, to accomplish it, indicate 

that the resistance of the Bags” will eventually be orproome, and that the blood 

and treasure so freely poured out by the Mussulman inhabitants will have been 

expended entirely in vain. Nor in vain simply, The evil to be anticipated from 

the struggle so persistently continued is not merely negative. As the result, the 

difficulties in the way of the pacification of the province, and the reduction of its 

chaotic elements to order, will have been intensified, and its future prosperity and 

good government indefinitely postponed. The Albanians, too, constitute another 

source of apprehension. They resent the loss of that portion of their soil which is 

the former place have been menaced by : ee 

with a descent upon the town. The threatened opposition of the Lazes of Batoum 

to the entry of the Russians appears to be brutum fulmen, although predictions 

are atill rife that the Cxaz’s troops will not be allowed to retain peaceable possession tm 

of the city. The assassination of Mehemet Ali affords proof thet the insurgent 

Bosnians, however they may tacitly have been encoukaged by the Porte, are scting 

independently of the Sultan's Government, which has neither prompted, nor has 

power to restrain their excesses. On one point, however, Turkey maintains an 

attitude of rigid obstinacy, and persistently refuses to adopt the recommendation of 

the Congress for a rectification of the Greek frontier. The Saltan and his Ministers : 

are taking fall advantage of the policy which determined that this concession to the 

claims of Greece should be matter of suggestion only, not to be insisted on, or in eny 

way enforced. Meantime, as regards the hitherto unfulfilled obligations of the ; 

Treaty of Berlin, our own Government maintains ite strictly passive attitude, and, in 

as 
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intrigues of the Czar’s Government by our own overtures to the Court of the Ameer — 
of Cabal. It has been urged as an objection to the special mission which was 
despatched thither by the Indian Government, that an appeal was thus made rather 
to the fears than to the hopes of these Asiatic rulers whose dominions are so near 
our own as to make their hostility perilous in the event of fatare wars with Russia. 
The policy adopted by the Government of India is, however, in its view, evidently _ 
demanded as being imperatively necessary by recent events which have occurred on 
its northern frontier. And public opinion, in both India and England, seems rather 
inclined to support that policy than otherwise. That the Ameer, Shere Ali, should 
have repulsed our advances, and have refused to allow the British mission, headed 
by our Envoy, Sir Neville Chamberlain, to proceed on its friendly errand, is, of 
course, a result much to be regretted; but it cannot have. been wholly unexpected 
by the responsible advisers of the Sovereign. Further and prompt action is there- 
fore now being taken by the Government of India. . ’ 


affected by a calamity of the most appalling maguitade—e catastrophe which, as re- 
_ gards its suddenness and its extent, is absolutely unprecedented in our London annals. 
A pleasure steamboat, returming from a day's excursion to Sheerness, crowded with 

: hundreds of passengers of all ages and of various classes of society—the majority, after 
| a day of recreation and enjoyment, in the highest bealth and spirits—is, without 
warning, run into by « larger vessel, and absolutely out im halves by the forve of the 
collision ; while, in e few minutes, and before-any adequate means are available for 

their rescue, seven-eighths of those on beard find, in the most crowded waterway of 

Baurope, scarce fifty yards from the river's bank, and almest, so to speak, within 

sight and hearing of their homes, a watery grave! Never, perhaps, did-disaster, in 

our capital, assume so terrible a form ; whiistall the accessories of the event com - 
‘bined to aggravate its borrors, and to invest it with special attributes of sadness and 

ef woe. Melancholy indeed is it to reflect that such a catastrophe is possible ; that, 

pot upon any stormy sea, not on any rock-bound ovast, but on the calm and familiar 

highway of the Thames, within « stone's throw of ite shores, and close by the-busy 


7 


of Loudon life; women by hundreds; on «fine still -evening,; may 
pass in a few moments from prosperity end happiness to the utmost depths of de- 
epair, and from the full enjoyment of life and health to the very agonies of dissolu-— 

tien. Whilst a jedicial inquiry is yet pending, it is not-for us to decide who is re- 
_ sponsible for the blow which sent so many spirits into eternity, and has inflicted on 
80 many families and households, in so fearful and multiplied a form, the pangs and 
e _ sorrows of bereavement ; batthis is certain, that blame somewhere there certainly 
‘ - agwame the charge of human lives without proper means of saving those lives, should 
_ some unexpected peril threaten their destruction. It is not rightto lay, as many 
_ do, these visitations to the charge of Providence, when they are the result of man's 
lack of .ordinary-pradence, place’ their own lives, or those of others, in imminent 
and fearful peril, we are-not to expect that miracles will be wrought in order to 
and comfort of mankind, will be maintained: im theirimtegrity. Hf men fall in with 
_ them, they will -resp: the benefit ; if they tramsgress them, they eannot escape the 
‘penalty. In this respect, Ged's dealings are the same, both in the natural -and 
_ moral world ; end it i» exuse for deep regret to ece how narrow; unscriptaral, and 
_ false are the views of many, both Ohristians and non-Christians, in respect of Divine 


Since our last issue, the metropolis and the entire country have been profound! y 


a 


_ Providence gewerally, and, in particular, of the religious aspects of a calamity like 
this, and:the lessons to be learned therefrom. Judging from letters in the public 
journals, it would seem that such disasters impel some to deny Divine Providence 
altogether; others to doubt the wery buing of a God; and others even to regard 

Being ered and unjust! Mysterious, no doubt, in many ways is the 
divine administration of -the world; but while it is true that not a sparrow 

falleth to the groand without our Father, and that no harm can befall us without 
His permission in whom all His creatures live and move, it is equally true that 

- men are gifted with self-preserving faculties, without the proper exercise of which 
‘they cannot hope to be preserved. We cannot but indulge the hope that this con- 
viction may be strengthened by so deplorable a joss of life, end that out of a calamity 
which al] so deeply feel may come such well-devised rules for the navigation of our 
rivers as, with the most ordinary care, shall prevent the recurrence of disasters so 
appalling. In the meantime, our thoughts rest with satisfaction on the genuine and 
universal sympathy which the disaster has evoked, on the heroic and self-denying 
efforts made by many at the time to eave life, and on the practical and substantia! 
aid since given to distressed or impoverished survivors. English hearts are never 

. slow to respond to the appeals made upon them by misfortunes so great and over- | 
whelming; and the fact that within a fortnight more than £20,000 has been 
raised om bebalf of the survivors, is one thet reflects oredit on English humanity and 


The public emotion excited by the fearfal railway aceident at Sittingbourne had 
scarcely subsided, when the overwhelming calamity upon the Thames revived in ten- 

_ fold intensity the feelings of horror and dismay which the first misfortune had pro- 
duced. And whilst these are at their height, whilst the entire community are 
dominated by a deeply painful and terrible impression, the awful colliery explosion 
Abercarne oceurs; and men and boys on the works of the Ebbw Vale Com. 
pany are added to the list of ‘the victims of unforeseen and instantarmous disaster. 


‘Words can hardly picture the distress and anguish which this last catastrophe has 
- caused. The population of the village, consisting largely, almost exclusively, of the 


families ofthe unfortunate miners, seem, we learn, to have abandoned themselves 
to unutterable grief. The distress, too, in the form of pi want, cocasionad by — 
the calamity, greatly exceeds that caused by the loss of life upon the Thames. A 


jarger proportion of the victims in this -case-were the bread-winners of the families — 
bereaved. Public sympathy has, therefore, in « special sense been evinced on their 
behalf. Not in Wales only, but in London, the hearts of the people have responded to 
relief of the sufferers by the loss of the Princess Alice having now reached the sum 
of £26,000—an amount thought likely to prove abundantly sufficient—it is under- 
stood that any surplus shall be devoted to the relief of those rendered destitute by — 
the Abercarne explosion, :for whom also, by the ready consent of the Lord Mayor, a 
separate fund has been origmated. Almost from the firstyall hope of saving life, as 
regards this last catastrophe, had to be abandoned. The pit wae found to be on fire, 
_ which could only be extinguished by deluging the mine; hence those spared (if any) 
from the ravages of the first element were’certain of destruction by the :second. 
‘Painful, therefore, as were the scenes at the pit'’s mouth, they lacked that character 
last year, added euch torture to the sorrows occasioned 
by the Tynewydd calamity. Death came swiftly to the miners of bercarne,and 
survivors had -not to bear the intolerable thought «that their beloved relatives were 


wee The catastrophe, however, is no less 


sympathetic feeling. 
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truly terrible. The loas of 280 lives, even in the painful records of colliery accidents, 
is a most afflictive and appalling fact. Melancholy and discouraging it is that, not- 
withstanding scientific precantions and Government inspection, such incidents should 
so frequently occur. Men placed in positions of such peril as our miners have yet 
to learn more of the nature of the dangers which beset them, and more of those 
means of self-protection which Providence has placed within their reach. The 
fatalities which, this autumn, have so closely followed on each other have indeed a 
lesson for us all ; and a lesson even of a higher kind than that of devising the right 
methods of preventing their recurrence. To remember that s world full of such 
sources of danger—a world our duration in which may at any time be cut short by | 
sudden, unforeseen calamity, —is not and cannot be our rest ; to aspire daily, prayer- 
fully and persereringly, after a better and « nobler inheritance, and in every way 
whereby we can either glorify God or benefit our fellow men, to redeem the time, 
knowing that our days, at best, are few,—is the highest lesson an immortal soul can 


that, taking the whole country together, it will be quite up to, or above, the average 


as regards quantity; whilst, in respect of quality, it is stated in some districts to be 


exceptionally fine. The fears which were entertained at the commencement of the 


harvest operations that, owing to the heavy rains and generally stormy weather, the | 


crops would be injured or with difficulty gathered in, have not been realized, unless 
in some exceptional localities. The marked improvement in the weather which took 
place in the latter part of August mainly contributed to this result. Thenceforward 
the work of ingathering proceeded rapidly, and we may now confidently hopo that, 
so far as our population depends om home production, there will be an abundant and = 
excellent supply. Ata time like the present, when trade is depressed, wages low, 
the necessities of life high-priced, and employment difficult to get, this is indeed a 
blessing for which gratitude is due to Him who thus has “Jeft not Himself without | 
witness,” in that He causeth His sun to shine and His rain to descend upon the evil | 


"The “ repression” Bill of Prince Bismarck, for the petting dowa of Rocigliam, 
is now before the German Parliament. The debate will be—indeed, already is—a 
vigorous and impassioned one. The discussion commenced with a speech from 
Count Stolberg, who stated his belief that the House, taking into account recent 
w clearly understand the intentions of the Government. The 


Rachensperger, « chief amongst the Ultramontanes. It is expected to pass, but, in 
several of its clauses, will very probably be greatly modified Meanwhile, the atten- 
tion of the Imperial Chancellor is divided between his Socialistic and his Ultramon- 
tane foes. The negotiations at Kissingen between himself and the Papal envoy, 
Monsignor Masseli, have been abruptly broken off. The Nuncio was no match for 
the astute and self-reliant German statesman ; and another special legate, Monsignor 


Carp, to renew the at Bertin, 


enough, bat believed that it should be supplemented by energetic efforts on the 
part of private persons, societies, and corporations, to prevent the spread of Social 
Democracy, and to dispel the theories on which it had been based. The measure 
was warmly opposed, at this first stage, by Herr Bebel, a leading Socialist, and Herr 


that some policy of reconciliation should at once be arranged between himself with 
the Ultramontane party on the one hand, and the German Government upon the 
other. The chief points of difficulty are mainly two. The Vatican demands that 
the exiled bishops shall be recalled, and reinstated in their sees; and this demand 
the Obancellor rejects. On the other hand, the Emperor insists that the priests in 
the provinces shal] recognize the authority of the Government ; and this point is not, 
as yet, conceded by the Vatican. Whether an amnesty to the offending prelates, 
immediate solution. : 


| ag That ancient country of the 
Pharachs—the land, par excellence, of old and Bible history, but which has so long 
fallen into comparative decay—is once more, if we may believe ite present ruler, to 
be raised to ite proper place among the nations, not merely of Africa, but of Europe. 
Egypt has of late especially suffered from financial embarrassment, not to say col- 
lapse. The Khedive, as is well known, has been unable to meet his liabilities ;. and 
the Commission of Inquiry appointed to investigate the financial condition of the 
State, and consisting mainly of Europeans, has at length presented to him its 
report, including the recommendations it has thought fit-to make for the future 
financial administration of the country. With these, as laid before his Highness by 
the President, Mr. Rivers Wilson, the Khedive has unreservedly concurred, ex- 
pressing his full approval of them all, und his determination forthwith to carry them : 
into effect in their entirety. This declaration he has substantiated by consenting to 
forego personal government, and to rule by means of a responsible Ministry, which, 
for all practical purposes, shall be independent even of his suzerain, the Sultan, and 
of which Nubar Pasha (dismissed from a former Ministry for wise but unpalatable 
counsels) is to be the head, whilst Mr. Rivers Wilson himeclf will be Minister of 
Finance, to superintend the carrying out of the reforms suggested by himself. Should 
_ these purposes be realized, the changes effected will amount to a complete although 
pacific revolution. Not only will the finances of Egypt be reformed, but her con- 
stitation also, and she will be in a fair way to obtain by-and-by the advantages of 
and The chief feature of the financial 


alterations is the abrogation of the between thé revenues of the State and — 
those derivable from the lands the private property of the Khedive. 

cultivated soil of Egypt, have hitherto been exempted from bearing any share of the 

burdens of the State, not being chargeable even with the interest upon the public 

debt contracted by the Viceroy. The revenues of this property are now to be sur- 

rendered for the public use, and to be subject to the jurisdiction of the courts of law. 

No taxes, moreover, are henceforth to be imposed without legal authority; a vigilant 

control to prevent extortion is to be exercised over the collectors; the land-tax is to 

be revised, and sundry vexatious imposts are to be abolished. These provisions will 

tell most beneficially upon the native population of Egypt—the poor and hitherto 

oppressed cultivators of the soil. “My country,” the Khedive asserts, “is now a 

part of Europe;” and a necessity, therefore, he proceeds to state, has arisen for admin- 

istrative change. The interests of Europe and those of Egypt are, no doubt, largely 

coincident, and the condition of the country of the Pharaohs can never be a matter. 
of indifference to the nations of the western world. Even if we had no politieal and = 
financi] interests involved in the well-being of this ancient kingdom, we should, as 

philosophers and Christians, rejoice to see ite inhabitants elevated in the scale of 
nations, and more accessible to those influences which alone can truly ennoble and — 
exalt humanity. 


- 
. 


A LITTLE REPUBLIC IN. FEUDAL GERMANY: 


 '_Weunp you not like t hear about it! To us it kes. proved a most iateresting 
disovery. A half-hour's ride by rail from ere. here. 

pleasant little valley, bounded on the north by sloping vineyards, and on the south — 
by fruitful hills, The name of the village is Kornthal. | 

After & winter's residence “in the smile of Germany,” os some writer calls 
pure, and the living cheap ; all of which is true. Meanwhile we have been making 
‘a stady of these curious people. Searching old records, and bringing to light bits of 
historical information, are the order of the day; and so we have been going back to 
glean what we could concerning the history of the settlement of this little com- 
munity, which was founded in 1819. 

A band of religious enthusiasts came here to secure an asylum against the 
encroachments of unsoand doctrine, which towards the close of the last century had 
begun to undermine, as they thought, the faith of their forefathers, Rationalism 
had indeed invaded the hitherto faithful Chureb of Wiirtemberg and penetrated into 
the Cunsiatory. The new Liturgy and Hymn-book, “ cut down,” as the venerable 
_ body put it, “ to suit the requirements of modern culture,” these sturdy defenders of 
the faith refused to adopt. They were inspired by a religious genius, named Michael 
Hahn; and their code of laws was drawn up by their founder, Gottlieb Wilhelm 
Hoffmann, aided by an “ Advisory Council.” It consisted of thirty articles of civil 
After some delay, these articles were duly signed and sealed by King William — 
of Wirtemberg. Thousands of the so-called “ Pietists” had already left the country 
on account of the faith, emigrating to Southern Russia, where they had established 
numerous flourishing colonies. Therefore the king felt the need of propitiating 
those who might otherwise, he feared, become disaffected, and who were among his 
most loyal subjects. One of the waggons prepared for this journey to Rumia was 
known for a long time in Kornthal as the “ Jerusalem coach.” 

Before the year 1819, Kornthal was a freehold, consisting of 836 acres of land, 


castle, two tenant-houses,_and six by Count-vou — 


Gérlitz, Grand Steward of the Wtrtemberg Court, who sold it, after some reluctance, 
for 115,000 guldens. In ~ letter which accompanied the sale, be says: “ It costs 
me a great struggle to resign an estate to which I am attached by the dearest recol- 
: _, lections of life. But your designs for wishing to purchase this inheritance of my 
- forefathers are so worthy, that I feel unwilling to prove a hindrance to you in 
carrying out your plans ; and I hope that a blessing will rest upon your efforts.” 
The good Count did not “ hope against hope,” for a blessing has indeed attended | 
their labours. In 1869, grand semi-centennial jubilee| occurred here, of which I 
have heard many a glowing acoount. At that time the history of the little com- 
munity was rehearsed before 5,000 people. It was related how, from the small be~ 
ginning, first a church, then substantial dwelling-houses and school buildings, came 
to be erected. There are now at least two hundred houses, and (including two . 
orphanages) seven school-houses; while the inhabitants number abdut 1,500. 
During all this period of fifty years, not a single fire, not a single criminal case, 
not a bankruptcy, occurred. Meanwhile the strictest morality prevailed. The first 
step towards settling was the laying of the cornerstone of the church. This cere- 
| mouy occurred in July, 1819, and in November of the same year the church was 
if dedicated. During the short intervening period, services were held either in the © 
i} castle (now the Geat- Haus or inn) or in the open sir. The church is on the left of © 


| 
| 


latter being decidedly'the most.cheerful of the three. The ceremony is at.. 2 s0 
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Gant\Hauw. is, of course the central point of interest. Twice-eday,overy 


men, woman, and child assemble here for prayer and praisan What « striking 
spectacle it is to watch) them as they congregate! The only preparation is thatof 
strip of ribbon bound: tightly around the head; the men in ordinary working gar- 
ments, but looking imtensely solemn and earnest; while the various schools, mar-— 
shalled by their several teachers, and 


in by and taketheir-reapective place. 


farts the Grom the far removed are:the 
males from the females, The bel) ceases, and instantly « silence se profound settles — 
over the spot, that one is reminded of Goldsmith's “ Deserted Village.” The hour 
of serview over, and ‘tramp, tramp, all is again. life and activity. Every: building in 
the place has beem- erected by prayer. The workmen, before putting up a new — 
building, first meet in the church to pray for a blessing on their labours; thea, 
accompanied by the resident pastor, they proceed to the spot, where again a public — 
prayer is put up against accidents. A new house has been raised since we were 
to prayers. 

Woshave funeral ; the 
soothing and inepiring; as to bring the other world as « reality before the mental = 
vision. Not even the outward signs of woe are permitted, but. are religiously — 
superseded by everything suggesting victory. The coffin is painted white, with a 
red cross ; the pall is also white, with « red cross upon the centre, and usually 
covered with flowers. The words said over the body are most touching and appro- 


\.priate; we wish we could recall them. They were something like this: “ Thou 
_ poor body, from which the soul of our dear brother has departed ; we commit thee, 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes,” etc. 


A procession of children precedes the’ mourners with open bocks, chanting, as 
they walk to the grave, some exultant melody. They are directed by the old school- 
master, who has presided on these occasions for forty-five years.. He also leads the 


Chureh singing, sitting-atthe—right of the paster and living out, in true primitive 


style, for the congregation. Despite the quavers which time has- wrought in bie 
votes, he gives“out, be assured; no uncertain sound, and often puts the organ'and: 
choir quite im thé shade. After the procession had left the burial-ground; we stood 

there watching the old grave-digger, who, with respectfal’ courtesy, approached us. 

Making a tremendous effort to collect the small vocabulary of German at our com- 

mand, we remarked, pointimg to the grave, “The poorveld man lying there is now 
at rest; better so, is it not, then to be apon a bed of: sickmess#” “ Yes/” he answered, 
promptly, sickness is also»good.” “Tow can thatcbet” I replied. “Ah, 

sickness gives patience, and patience hope, and hope in Christ, victory | reheat 

no crow, no‘crown ‘The ‘words came to me: 

‘* Shall I be carried to the skies . 


On flowery beds of ease ; | 
While others fought to win the prize, 


Or sailed through bloody seas?” 
The old man's fame, though farrowed with age radiant whiting 
his eyes, he said at parting, “To die is joy” ~ 
“This is the victory that overcometh ‘the ‘world, even’ our faith.” “O 
where is thy sting! -O. graye | where is thy victory” 
-ehat.we *have-already som,, this- shale 
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suNDAY IN LEIPsIC” 


Under the heading quoted above, a member | The absence of 
of the editorial staff of the Freeman writes as | Public 
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THE CENTRAL TUBKEY OOLIRGE. 
{From the Correspondence of the Record. } ‘Central Turkey College, an educatiotial in- 
ei Aintab, Central Turkey, stitution which hes been established in 
July 2C, }878.- | this city by the Armerican missionaries. As 
: In former letters I have mentioned the} many of your readers have contributed to the 
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Bale Krishnoo Rath, « Brahmin of Poree, is one of the most interesting and 

events of the sear. He was bom at « village about tem miles from. Pores, and is 
twenty-three years ef age. He was for some time im one of the maths (religious 
Paree, and was of a class of devotees who hold that there is only one God, bat whe 
him as the unrevealed or unknown God. These devetess are im some respects not 
the wandering friars, who in the dark days before the bleed Reformation did much 
im The old man who was at the head of the catablishment seceived some years ago 


various Christian books, the meaning: of which be perverted, as he told his disciples that — 


thore were several Geviours; that Rams Chuedm wes « Geviow, that Jesus Christ was 


bearing the marks of the boishnob class ; now sitting in the house of prayer, a reverential 
and doer of the word. What cannot the grace of God effect ?” 

report of the North District of the Ceylon Wesleyan Mission has lately been 
issued. It contains the following statistics indicating the progress of the missicn through 
ten yeare-—1867-1877; Them, 29 preaching places—now, 100; then, 5 English mission- 
7; then, 4 Tamil ministers—now, 14> then, 3 catechista—now, 22; then, 55 


teachers——now, 150; then, 337 members of society—mnow, 898 ; then, 922 boys 


District aleo bas a good story to.tell. In this district there have been during the year 34 


mail rob)ery or,some other daring piece of rascality perpetrated by. the people af the neigh- 


bourhood. Nobody would think of passing through the villages at night without 
escort. The place is altered. now, ot, at any rate, it is fest changing its reputation. 1t is” 
one of our most successful extension stations ; and people do net attribute the altered state 


of affairs so much to the police as to the lsbours of one of our native ministers. A friend of | 


‘pals, young e.con-nntt and mosses from the intexion, there were guibered together, I think 


imtendence of Dr. Buckley, who thus weites : “ With thankfulness we have to ‘that 
ferty have b; baptiam been added to the ebarch. 
epiriteal condition of the native bes cocasiomed anxiety ; expecially has this 
aay, ‘The Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is car refuge’ The conversion of 
° another, thet Choitanya was a third, and even the vile Krishneo was admitted ‘into the hist ; 
This affected Bale and excited a strong desire to walk in the same path a his 
companion. He continued for some time to read im seeret the New Testament, and some 
separate portions of the Old, with some poetic tracts thet aided in the enlightenment of his 
mind. At length, to use his own words, he decided to go where the flock of Christ wa,and 
to be united with the people of the Lord. He seom carried out his intention ; but the reader 
can hardly imagine the difference between what he was outwardly and inwardly as a Hindu, 
and what he became as a Christian. _ Then a covered with ashes, and 
| of the South Ceylon 
uism,;.and from Popery. The money raised 
on the spot will indicate pretty clearly how the minds of the pidple are influeneed by the 
work. In this respect the district returns are remarkable. Money raised for the support 
; of the pative ministry, 11316,00 ra, ; Extension Fund, 7042,47 re.> for general purposes, 
2044404 ra. The Ceylon Correspondent of the Watchman, te whom we. are indebted for 
this information, aleo wzites :— 
“The Extension Fund idoing « great work. One.of our new stations, maintained by this 
: fund, is at a place called Maggoma, which was considered at one time one of the vilest places 
im the island. It lies om the road from Galle to Colombo, a beautiful spot about. which one 
might quote Heber’s lines very appropriately if it were not #0 commen to do so about all that 
| refer to Ceylon. Passengers bad it pointed out to them as a place notorious for thieves. 
ours, layman, was there.a abort time ago, attending the school anniversary. He describes 
it as the most striking imstance of successful mission work that he had ever seen. . In a large 


up im the same way, without a particle 


Leok at them now; why, people who used to know them ia old 
them. We are not blind. I and two or three other Mohammedan: 


i to were 
in the same language. The men were brought up to me for beptism in couples, and were 
afterwards drafted off, as the ceremony was completed for each couple, to the south aisle of 
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img around on every side were the fathers and mothers themselves, in the neat 
appearance of their children and the eccaston of the gathering. . apriver- 
sary in England to children and perenta. Our «remark 
able testimony to the work from 
‘mow that this is Christian service; and that thet is Christian minister there 1’ ‘1 know 
it very well)’ the man seplied ; ‘but you see, these people were all « lot of thieves ; eobbery 
was their trade ; the worst in the provinces, and their children were brought 
of education of before these good people 
came among us. 
would hardly 
have put up this building for them, and we mean to help them all we can.’ 
“ You will not be surprise? to hear thatthe High Charch party is moving in the 
direction of this station, Two ofthe Bishop's young clergymen have settled in an adjoining 
other day brought a Charch Mission catechist up before the Bishop, charged with the awfal 
sin of worshipping in a Wesleyan chapel—e conventicle ! You can imagive how his lord- 
ship dealt with the case. It gave him an opportemity for another homily to the Church 
missionaries, in which he enlarged on the evils of schism and Dissent, and threatened all 
sorta of bad things to thoss whe were guilty of encouraging either. The result was a counter- 
charge from the catechist of idolatry on the part of the young priest, his accuser. He said 
he had gone to the charch in order to take the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and had 
seen the priest kneel before # cross that was placed upon the altar, as if engaged in silent 
prayer. This the poor native in his ignoranee called idolatry. He could not stay there 
after that, he said; a0 he went to the Wesleyan chapel. The young Anglican did not deny 
the charge of kneeling before the cross and praying while in that attitude, but deuied the 
idolatry. ‘The Bishop, with his usual skill in getting out of «difficulty of tha: kind, thought 
that-a mistake must have been made in the Singhaless word used by the catechist : 
baranawa might mean only kneeling or bowing. It was proved that it meant exactly what 
is meant by the Baddhist when be bows before the great clay image of Gontama. The 
Rishop-eaid idolatry was 2 grave charge to bring against » Christian minister, but how did 
they-—the Church missionariesand the catechist—know whet was in the priest's beart | 
: “He certainly did not pray to the crucifix, to the material thing on the altar, bet to the in- | 
answer when they are charged with worshipping idols. The catechist was coming forward 
for ordimation at am early date. The Bishop's verdict is that he shall not be ordained. The 
young English priest is not even reprimanded.” 
A. letter from the new Bishop of ‘Rangoon announces the! baptiam of 
forty-two Chinamen at the city of Burmab. The service commenced at § aM, and was 
attended by the Chief Commissioner, who thus proclaimed himeelf .« supporter of missions. 
The officiating clergy; after «myself, consisted of the Revs, J. Ei -Marke and J. A. Colbeck. 
The Oreed was 
the church, which had been reserved way wes 
disorder, and every one present must bave felt that it was-a service of singular solemnity 
a distance and being too late ; six more will be baptized on Sunday moming next at St. 
John's College; tringing up the number to forty-two.” 

be a prospect of am end to the long-continued drought, and the calamity whiel bas fallen : 
upan the- Chinese their eyes 40° fact thet foreignem -are ‘notthe embodiment 
of all that is evil, but: that they have « benevolence which frequently surpasses that of their - 

own people, and a self-denial—utterly unknown 
ceasing efforts to alleviate the miseries of sicky and dying strangers. It now 
appears certain that the Chinese of ate’ beginning efforts of the 


| 


of the self-denying efforts of the missionaries. 


of this is a remarkable article in a Chinese newspaper— 
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ANNUAL INVITATION FOR WEEK OF UNITED AND UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
| “AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE YEAR! 


JANUARY 1879. 


Beloved Christian Brethren,— At the close of one eventful year, and at the 
another, the events of which are still in the bands of Him who heareth and answereth 


the work of the Alliance, feel increased confidence in renewing . : 
affectionately urge their brethren of every nation to make the first week of 1879 memorable 
as 8 season of fervent prayer. 

In the midst of ancient churches, and on mission stations where churches are on 
being planted ; in countries Jong accustomed to religious freedom, and in countries where as 
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prayer, the British Covincil of the Evangelical Alliance, and their colleagues in various 
countries, once more lift up their voice to invite you to set apart the first week of the New 
Year for united intercession. The cordial and practical response which, to so large an 
extent, these annual invitations have met with during the last thirty-two years, encourages 
us to hope that the first week of 1879 will witness even « more general manifestation of 
fraternal sympathy between the members of ‘various Churches and nations than any pre- 
eeding year, and that thie sympathy will be displayed in acts of Christian fellowship, and 
above all in a concert of “supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks” for 
all men. 

The Council, pratefal for the many evidences supplied by the past thet this Annual 
Week of Prayer has been « solemnity neither barren nor unfruitfal, and also for those 
tokens of the of ty God which in the year now have accom 
calling im every place upon our common Lord with earnest supplication for every blessing 
needful for the churches and for the nations. 

' On behalf of the members of the Evangelical Alliance, 


Tha flowing are at for exhortation and intrcamion on the 
successive days of meeting — 
Jan. he yours of the tight hand of tthe Mest High lexvil. 10, 

Moxpar, Jax. 6 —Praise: Praise to God for His long-cuffering kindness and merey ; for the 
goodness of His providence ; and especially for salvation in Jesus Christ, and for the blessing: 
enjoyed ander the present dispenantion of the Holy Ghost. Thaakegiving for the cesration of war 
and the peaceful settlement of Earopean questions ; also for the Divime bies»img which has attended 
the international meetings and ser ,ices held im the Salle Evangtlique, the distribution of the Holy 


Scripteres, and other Christian work during the Usiversal Exhibition in Paria. Confession of — 


unbelief and unfruitfelnes Pa crvii.; Pa ovil, 33-43; Rom. xi 33-36; Acts 14—21 ; 
Ps. xivi. 6—11; Den. ix. 

Tunepar, Jax. 7.—Prayer : For the power of the Holy Spirit to rest upon and operate in the 
Church of God everywhere, so that the disciples may be led into a!] the truth ; that errors ia doc- 
trime, aad correption of scriptural worship, may be stayed , that faith and hepe, brotherly kindness 
and charity, may be increased; and that the general tone of spiritual life may be elevated in com- 
union with the Lord. Intercession for believers who are afflicted. Joke xvill. 36-38; 
xvi. 13; 3 Tim. 1—5; Rom. xii. 9—18; Eph. i 15-23; Pa. xxiv. 17-19. 


Wrowzspar, Jax. 8 —Prayer: For the energetic operation of the Holy Spirit in the world at 


large, convincing men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment ; and bringing these who are 
merely nominal Christians under the quickening and tradizforming power of the Truth. Praysr 
alec for Christian families ; for the training of the young im the fear of the Lord ; that they may 
be kept from error and evil, and especially that the grace of God may be upon them. John rvi. 
7—14 ; Gea. xviii. 17—19; Col. Hi, 16-—24; Prov. xxii. 6; 1 Chron. iv. 9, 10 


and all in authority. lea xi 1—10; Prov. xiv. 14-27; Im lai; Gal. v. 19-26; 1 Tim ii, 1-4 


Farpar, Jax. 10.—Prager: For the blessing of the Spirit of God to accompany evangelistic 
and missionary labours, and render them fruitful to Christ; for the turning of al] lernel to the Lerd; 
for the growth and stability of the youmg churches gathered from heathen communities ; for the 
revival of Bible Christianity in Eastern lands ; for the preaching of the Gospel among all nations ; 
and for “‘ cheerful giving” on the part of those who go not themselves to this work. Matt. xxviii. 
19, 9); Rom. xi. 96; Acts xi 19-30; Matt. xxiv. 14; Phil. iv. 10-19. 

Sarvnpay, Jax. 11.—Prayer: For those who preside over the churches of the anints, and for 


all who are called to preach and to teach ; for the due observance of the Lord’s-day ; for the wise 
guidance of biblical tranalators and oritics ; for successful tesistance to secularism and infidelity ; 


and for the Divine blessing toe accompany and follow the General Oonference of Christians of 


various nations to be held this year in Switeeriand, Eph. vi. 18, 19; Isa. lviii. 13, 14; 2 Tim. ii. 


Suxpay, Jax. 12. —Sermens: Looking for “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Adelphi, 


A 


‘ 


if Tuvaspar, Jax. &—Prayer: For the effssion of the Holy Ghost “‘upon-cll ficsh;” forthe 
at continuance of peace; for the establishment of righteous government ; for the spread of enlighten- 

; ment, good.will, and the love of justice amang all nations, and for their conversion to Christ ; for 
| the removal of intemperance and other social evils ; special prayer for the nation, its Soversign, 
| | 
| 


